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SENTENCING LAWS, MANDATORY 

1783. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Attorney General: 

(1) How many people have been incarcerated under the State’s mandatory sentencing laws? 

(2) What was the nature of the offence for each offender sentenced under the mandatory sentencing laws? 

(3) What was the age of each offender who served jail time as part of a mandatory sentence? 

(4) In which facility or facilities have offenders sentenced under the mandatory provisions served their 
time? 

Mr PRINCE replied: 

The Attorney General has provided the following reply:- 

(1) Adults - The number of adult offenders recorded as having been sentenced under the “three strikes” 
legislation is low, but there is doubt about the reliability of the system used to record this information.  
A possible reason for the low figure is that adults convicted of home burglary usually receive a sentence 
of 12 months imprisonment or more irrespective of the “three strikes” provisions.  An audit of adult 
offenders convicted of home burglary is being undertaken by the Ministry of Justice which should 
provide reliable information on the impact of the legislation. 

Juveniles - During the period from the introduction of the legislation on 14 November 1996 to 31 
December 1999, there has been a total of 64 individual juveniles sentenced to detention and 5 
individuals sentenced to imprisonment. 

(2) The offences involve a burglary where the place is used for human habitation.  The offence can involve 
circumstances of aggravation. 

(3) The age of the 64 juveniles sentenced to detention in the Children's Court under the "three strikes" 
legislation up until 31 December 1999 is as follows: 
18 years 3 
17 years 22 
16 years 17 
15 years 16 
14 years 4 
13 years 1 
12 years 1 
11 years 0 
10 years 0 

Where a juvenile has been sentenced under this legislation to more than one period of detention, the 
juvenile's age when first sentenced has been used.  Four of the five persons sentenced to imprisonment 
were aged 18 years, and the fifth was a juvenile aged 17 years and 11 months. 

(4) Adults - Prison 

Juveniles - Juveniles sentenced under the "three strikes" legislation serve their detention in a Detention 
Centre.  Five persons sentenced by the Children's Court to imprisonment served their sentence in prison. 
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